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Sec. 4. No person shall handle meat, fish, vegetables, fruits, or other prepared food- 
stuffs intended for human consumption, except in original envelopes and packages, 
unless he has been supplied with a certificate of good health signed by the local chief 
of sanitation or by a physician approved by the director of sanitation, and all such 
persons shall use all reasonable precautions to keep themselves in a cleanly condition. 

Sec. 5. The use of any storeroom as sleeping quarters is prohibited, providing same 
is to be utilized for the sale, manufacture, handling, or storing of alimentary sub- 
stances destined for public consumption. 

Sec. 6. The construction of living rooms will not be permitted, nor will any room 
already constructed be used as a bedroom, providing they are located on the same 
floor of the building destined for a store as that in which food substances are stored, 
unless said rooms are absolutely independent from those containing merchandise. 
******* 

Sec. 9. All meats, fish, vegetables, fruits, or other foodstuffs intended for human 
consumption found to be contaminated, adulterated, or unfit for human consumption 
for any other reason may be retired from sale by a duly authorized officer of the sanita- 
tion service and its sale or use for human consumption be prohibited or prevented by 
seizure or by any other means that may be necessary and be held until such time as 
the proper court may determine the disposition to be made thereof. 

Sec. 10. Any infraction of any of the dispositions of these" regulations shall be pun- 
ished in accordance with section 33 of a "law to reorganize the service of sanitation," 
approved March 14, 1912. 

Flies— Prevention of the Entrance and Breeding of. (Proclamation Feb. 24, 1915.) 

Sec. 7. Morgues and autopsy rooms in hospitals, cemeteries, sanatoriums, etc.; 
shall be made fly proof by screening all doors and windows with wire netting. 

Sec. 8. The existence of any collection or pile of garbage, manure, rubbish, dead 
animal or of any other animal or vegetable matter which can serve as a breeding place 
for flies, or to attract them, within the urban zone of any municipality, or near any 
inhabited place, shall be considered a public nuisance, and the owner, tenant, or agent 
of the property upon which the said collection or pile or garbage, etc., exists will be 
responsible therefor and shall be punishable under the provisions of section 330 of 
the penal code. 

WEST VIRGINIA. 

State Department of Health— Organization, Powers, and Duties. (Act Feb. 26, 

1915.) 

Section 1. There is hereby created and established a State department of health; 
which shall be constituted as provided in this act, and shall exercise all the powers and 
duties now conferred and imposed by law upon the State board of health, and such 
other powers and duties as are herein provided for. 

The State department of health shall consist of a commissioner of health, whose 
office shall be located at the seat of government; a public health council, of which tho 
commissioner shall be an ex-officio member; directors of divisions, and other em- 
ployees as herein provided for. 

Sec. 2. The commissioner of health shall be appointed by the governor, by and 
with the consent of the senate, and shall be a physician skilled in sanitary science; 
and experience in public health administration. The term of office of the com- 
missioner of health shall be four years; he shall receive an annual salary of $3,000 and 
necessary expenses incurred in the performance of official business, and shall not 
engage in any other occupation or business. 
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The commissioner of health shall be the administrative head of the State depart- 
ment of health and he shall be ex officio a member of its public health council. His 
duties shall be to administer the laws and regulations of the department; to prepare 
rules and regulations for the consideration of the public health council; and with the 
approval of said council, to appoint, remove, and fix the compensation of the directors 
of divisions and all other employees; but said compensation shall be within the limi- 
tations of appropriation therefor; to advise with the public health council; keep him- 
self informed as to the work of each local health officer within the State; aid each 
health officer in the performance of his duties; assist each local health officer in making 
an annual sanitary survey of the territory within his jurisdiction, and in maintaining 
therein a continuous sanitary supervision; adjust questions of jurisdiction arising 
between local health officers within the State; study the cause of excessive mortality 
or morbidity from any disease in any portion of the State; promote efficient registration 
of births, deaths, and notifiable diseases; inspect and report from time to time the 
sanitary condition of institutions, schools and schoolhouses, public conveyances, 
dairies, creameries, slaughterhouses, workshops, factories, labor camps, hotels, and 
places where offensive trades or industries are conducted; inspect and report the sani- 
tary condition of streams, sources of water supply, the sewerage facilities; endeavor 
to enlist the cooperation of all physicians and volunteer health organizations in the 
improvement of public "health; promulgate information to the general public in all 
matters pertaining to the public health. He shall perform all executive duties now 
required by law of the State board of health and other customary duties incident to 
his position as chief executive officer, and shall provide for offices and equipment 
necessary for the transaction of the business of the State department of health, out of 
funds appropriated for the State department of health. 

He shall submit annually to the governor on or before the 1st day of November, or 
as soon thereafter as practicable, a report of the operations of the department, with any 
recommendations he may have to make, which report shall be printed and distributed 
as soon as practicable thereafter in the same manner as other public documents of the 
State. 

The commissioner, whenever required by the governor, shall report to him as to any 
designated subject or matter, and furnish such information as may be required. 

The commissioner of health may direct any official or employee of the State depart- 
ment of health to assist in the study, control, suppression, and prevention of diseases in 
any part of the State, and necessary expenses shall be paid while in the performance 
of such duty. 

Sec. 3. The public council shall consist of the commissioner of health and six other 
members, who shall be appointed by the governor, by and with the consent of the 
senate. Said commissioner and other members shall be graduates of a regular medical 
school and shall have at least five years' experience in the practice of medicine. Of 
the members, other than the commissioner, first appointed, three shall hold office for 
two years, and three for four years; the terms of offices of members thereafter appointed, 
except to fill vacancies, shall be four years. Vacancies shall be filled by appointment 
for the unexpired term. The public-health council shall meet at least twice a year, 
and at such other times as they shall determine by their rules, or upon the request of 
the commissioner of health, the members, other than the commissioner, to receive $10 
per diem, not to exceed 60 days in any one calendar year, and actual and necessary 
traveling expenses, when engaged in the actual discharge of their duties. 

The public-health council shall elect one of its members president, whose term of 
office shall be two years. The commissioner of health shall be secretary of the public- 
health council. 

It shall be the duty of the public-health council to promulgate rules and regulations, 
take evidence of appeals, approve plans and appointments, hold hearings, advise 
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with the commissioner of health, define the qualification of local health authorities, 
and directors of divisions and said directors of divisions shall be graduates of repu- 
table colleges and discharge other like duties required by law of the present State 
board of health. 

The public-health council shall have power, by the affirmative vote of the majority 
of its members, to establish, and from time to time amend, regulations under the 
public-health laws, the enforcement of which devolves upon the State commissioner 
of health. 

Every general regulation adopted by the public-health council shall state the day 
on which it takes effect, and a copy thereof, duly signed by the commissioner of health,' 
shall be filed in the office of the secretary of state, and a copy thereof shall be sent 
by the commissioner of health to each health officer within the State, and shall be 
published in such manner as the public-health council may determine. Any vio- 
lation of the regulations so promulgated, when said regulations are reasonable and 
not inconsistent with the law, shall be a misdemeanor and punishable by a fine of 
not less than $10 nor more than $300, and by imprisonment, in the discretion of the 
court, for not more than 30 days in the county jail. 

Sec. 4. Inspectors, examiners, or other persons appointed by the commissioner 
of health may be appointed at such time or times as by him deemed necessary; 
and they shall act as representatives of the commissioner of health, and under his 
direction shall secure the enforcement of the provisions of the public-health laws 
and regulations and shall have the right of entry into any workshop, public school, 
factory, dairy, creamery, slaughterhouse, hotel, or other place of business or employ- 
ment, or any common carrier or public utility when in the discharge of his duties. 
Any person interfering with or attempting to interfere with any inspector, examiner,' 
or any other duly authorized employee of the commissioner in the discharge of his 
duties under this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction fined 
not exceeding $100. 

Sec. 5. There shall be in the State department of health the following divisions: 

Division of preventable diseases. 

Division of sanitary engineering. 

The commissioner of health shall appoint, with the advice of the public health 
council, a director to take charge of each division, and shall prescribe, with the advice 
of the public health council, the duties pertaining to each division and arrangement 
of the subdivisions, if any, thereof. The compensation of directors of divisions shall 
be fixed by the governor and commissioner of health in the manner herein provided. 

Sec 0. The State department of health shall have the authority to enforce all the 
laws of the State concerning the public health, and shall take care to protect the life 
and health of the inhabitants of the State, and to that end shall make or cause to be 
made sanitary investigations and inquiries respecting the cause of diseases, especially 
of epidemics, endemics, and the means of prevention, suppression, or control, the 
source of mortality and the effects of localities, employments, habits, and circum- 
stances of life on the public health, and shall gather information in respect to these 
matters and kindred subjects for diffusion among the people. It shall inspect and 
examine food, drink, and drugs offered for sale or public consumption in such man- 
ner as shall be deemed necessary, and shall report all violations of all laws of this 
State relating to pure food, drink, and drugs to the prosecuting attorney of the 
county in which such violations occur and lay before such prosecuting attorney the 
evidence in its knowledge of such violations. The commissioner of health or any 
member of the public health council may make complaint and cause proceedings to 
be instituted against any person or persons or corporation for a violation of any of the 
health laws of this State without the sanction of the prosecuting attorney of the 
county in which proceedings are instituted if said officer fail or refuse to discharge 
his duty, and in no such cases shall they be required to give security for costs. 
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Sec. 7. Whenever the character and location of plumbing, drainage, water supply, 
sewers, and disposal of sewage, garbage, or other waste materials of cities, towns, and 
villages, offensive trades, hotels and labor camps, and the ventilation, warming, 
natural. lighting, and excreta disposal in public utilities, in public halls, churches, 
schoolhouses, workshops, prisons, and all other public institutions are such as to 
endanger the public health, the public health council shall have power to make and 
enforce rules regulating the same. 

It shall promulgate and recommend regulations, not inconsistent with law, governing 
the disposal of excreta in coal mines, examine into and advise with the chief of depart- 
ment of mines as to the ventilation of coal mines and how to treat promptly accidents 
resulting from poisonous gases. Nothing herein contained shall be construed to give 
the State department of health the power to regulate or interfere with the drainage 
from any mine or manufacturing plant unless the drainage from said mine or manu- 
facturing plant shall contain disease-producing bacteria in sufficient numbers to endan- 
ger health. The State department of health is empowered to establish and strictly 
maintain quarantine at such places as it may deem proper, and may adopt rules and 
regulations to obstruct and prevent the introduction or spread of smallpox or other 
contagious or infectious diseases into or within the State, and shall have the power 
to enforce these regulations by detention and arrest, if necessary. It shall have power 
to enter into any town, city, factory, railroad, train, steamboat, or other place what- 
soever and enter upon and inspect private property for the purpose of investigating 
the sanitary and hygienic conditions and the presence of cases of contagious and 
infectious diseases, and may, at its discretion, take charge of any epidemic or endemic 
conditions and enforce such regulations as it may prescribe. All expenses for guards 
or other expenses incurred in controlling any endemic or epidemic conditions shall be 
paid by the county or municipality in which such epidemic occurs. 

The State department of health shall provide at its discretion vaccine lymph, diph- 
theria antitoxin, tetanus antitoxin, and other forms of serum or vaccine preventives 
of disease that it may deem necessary and distribute the same free of charge to county 
and municipal health officers, to be used for the benefit of the poor and indigent, 
and in other cases where it may be urgently necessary to check contagions and control 
epidemics. 

Sec. 8. The commissioner of health shall inquire into and investigate all nuisances 
affecting the public health in any county, city, or village in the State, and is author- 
ized and empowered to apply to the judges or to any judge of the circuit court for the 
county in which such nuisance shall exist, in term or vacation, for an injunction 
forthwith to restrain, prevent, or abate such nuisances. 

Sec. 9. When in the opinion of the public health council any local health authority 
shall fail or refuse to enforce necessary laws and regulations to prevent and control 
the spread of contagious or infectious disease declared to be dangerous to the public 
health, or when, in the opinion of the said council, a public-health emergency exists, 
the commissioner of health may enforce the rules and regulations of the State depart- 
ment of health within the territorial jurisdiction of such local health authorities, and 
for that purpose shall have and may exercise all the powers given by statutes to local 
health authorities; all expenses so incurred to be a charge against the counties, cities, 
or towns, concerned . And in such cases the failure or refusal of any local health officer 
or local health body to carry out the lawful orders and regulations of the public health 
council shall be sufficient cause for the removal of such local health officer or local 
health body from office; and upon such removal the proper county or municipal 
authorities shall at once nominate a successor other than the person removed as now 
provided by law. 

Sec. 10. The public health council shall make regulations to provide clean and 
safe milk and fresh milk products and when promulgated these regulations shall be 
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the minimum requirements to be enforced by local health authorities throughout the 
State. 

Sec. 11. The State department of health shall have the advisory medical super- 
vision of the State tuberculosis sanitarium, and the State board of control shall have 
the control of the business and fiscal affairs thereof. The director of the division of 
preventable diseases, under the supervision of the commissioner of health, shall 
encourage measures for the suppression of tuberculosis, such as clinics, camps, open- 
air schools, sanatoria, district nursing, antituberculosis societies, diffusion of knowl- 
edge, and other means. 

Sec 12. The public health council, consisting of the commissioner of health and 
six other members as specified in section 3 of this act, shall, in addition to the 
duties hereinbefore or hereinafter specified, examine all applicants for license for 
the practice of medicine and surgery in this State and issue certificates of license 
to all applicants who are legally entitled to receive same; arid said certificates of 
license shall be signed by the president of the council and by the commissioner of 
health as secretary thereof. The examination of applicants and the issuing of certifi- 
cates of license thereto shall be governed by sections 9, 10, and 11 of chapter 150 of 
the code of West Virginia, and the words "State board of health," wherever used in 
said sections, shall mean public health council as established by this act. The term 
"practice of medicine and surgery" as used by this act shall be construed to be treat- 
ment of any human ailment or infirmity by any method. To open an office for such 
purpose or to announce to the public in any way a readiness to treat the sick or 
afflicted shall be deemed to engage in the practice of medicine and surgery within 
the meaning of this act: Provided, This clause shall not apply, however, to regularly 
registered optometrists. 

Sec. 13. The commissioner of health may, with the advice of the public health 
council, establish branches of the hygienic laboratory at such points within the State 
as he may deem necessary in the interest of the public health to insure prompt bac- 
teriologic examinations, and for said purpose may expend annually a sum not in 
excess of $1,000. The right of appeal from any order of the public health council or 
any of its officers or agents shall lie to the circuit court of the county where the prop- 
erty rights or personal liberties have been affected, and the right of appeal shall be 
limited to 30 days from the time a general order is entered. 

Any two or more counties may combine to cooperate with the State department of 
health, either by special vote or by vote of their respective boards of health, and 
participate in the employment of trained health officers and other agents or in the 
installation and maintenance of a common laboratory and other equipment. When- 
ever such counties shall decide to so cooperate and shall appropriate a sum or sums 
of money for such joint or cooperative action, a sum equal to two-fifths of the total 
amount contributed by the cooperating counties shall be added thereto from the 
appropriation made for the State department of health: Provided, That the general 
place of cooperation as well as the principal health officer, executive agent, or labora- 
tory director employed by such counties shall first have been approved by the public 
health council: And provided further, That no sum so paid to any group of counties 
shall exceed $500 in any one year, and provided such cooperation by the State depart- 
ment of health shall be limited to not more than $3,000 annually. 

[This law goes into effect on May 16, 1915.] 
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